[Neoadjuvant chemotherapy in non-small-cell lung cancer].
Over the past 10 years, several studies of neoadjuvant chemotherapy for stage III Non Small Cell Lung Cancer (NSCLC) have been conducted. In eight Phase II studies, response rates of approximately 65% and resectability rates of approximately 50% have been achieved, with acceptable side effects. Two randomized trials with a total of 120 patients with stage IIIA cancer have been carried out to compare the effect of neoadjuvant chemotherapy plus surgery versus surgery alone. The trials were terminated early when interim analysis showed significantly increased survival in groups that received neoadjuvant chemotherapy. The incidences of treatment-related death did not differ significantly between the groups. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy for patients in stage III NSCLC is feasible and might prolong survival. However, the results of larger randomized trials must be awaited before firm general recommendations can be made.